
 

Join in the fun and learn whilst collecting points using this A - Z guide 
to the noble art of the Cotswold Morris and The Kennet Morris Men. 
The person with most points at the end of each season will be Χ the winner.  
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Accordion  

Jon Holmes is our accordion player, and he uses a piano accordion, so called as it has a piano style 
keyboard for his right hand.  His left hand sometimes plays buttons to produce bass notes and chords. 
Although called a piano accordion, it is in fact more like an organ as it is a wind instrument using bellows 
ǘƻ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŜŘǎέΦ 
But the main difference between a button accordion and a piano accordion is that it burns a little faster. 
U-Spy Points: 1. Score 50 if ƛǘΩǎ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅōƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

Jon Holmes 

Badge 

¢ƘŜ YŜƴƴŜǘ .ŀŘƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άYέ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƛǇ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŎŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-stitched dŜǎƛƎƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ hŀƪ ϧ {ǘŀƎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ .ŜǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ 
coat of arms and the blue represents the River Kennet.  The white stuff in the water is probably 
from the time that the Whitley Wood sewage farm discharged into the river. 

 U-Spy Points: 1, or 10 if you spot an old felt badge with a stag that looks like a rabbit.  50 points if 
you steal the badge so we can make Brian have the new one. And the really good news ς you can 
ōǳȅ ŀ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ōŀŘƎŜ ŦƻǊ ϻнΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ aƻǊǊƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ς and 20 points 

Baldric  

This is the name given to the cross belts worn over our shirts.  The red and green outermost 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊōƻŀǊŘΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ 
sea. Our badge is worn on the cross on the front when a dancer has reached the high standard 
demanded by the Squire. 
 U-Spy Points: 1, or 10 points for spotting a baldric with no badge. 50 points ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ the 
badge because the dancer is wearing his baldrics inside-outΣ ƻǊ ƘŜΩǎ fallen on his face. 

Bells 

Morris dancing and bells are synonymous. Each man in Kennet makes his bell-pads to his own design 
using a variety of bell sizes. Some tune each bell pad differently so they know which foot they are 
stepping on, if they can remember which is which. They do not wake up the earth, just the wife 
when you arrive home tired and emotional after a hard ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ aƻǊǊƛǎ dancing. 
U-Spy Points: м ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ōŜƭƭ ǇŀŘǎΣ мл ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 

to fiƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǎǘ ōŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻƴ, 50 points Χ and the bell. 
Capers 

Capers, or frolicsome leaps as the dictionary defines them, come in several varieties ς half-capers 
ƻǊ άŦƻǊǊƛŜǎέΣ ŦƻǊŜ-capers, kick-capers and upright, full or whole.  They help define Cotswold Morris 
Dancing and are the ultimate demonsǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǿŜǎǎΦ For the mathematically 
minded you will discover the inverse correlation of the formula h = w + a + p 
Where h = height in inches off the ground, w = weight in stones, a = age and p = pints consumed. 
U-Spy Points: 1 for each caper over 12 inches off the ground, 5 for 24 inches and 50 if all dancers 
manage to caper at the same time. 
 

Concertin a 

The concertina is the original squeeze box. Bill Martin plays what is known as the Anglo version 
where each button produces a different note on the push and the draw of the bellows. Bill was a 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǇ ƳŀƪŜǊ ǎƻ ƘŜΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ It used to be known as Anglo-
DŜǊƳŀƴ ōǳǘ άDŜǊƳŀƴέ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƻpped by the English makers during the First World War.  Not to be 
confused with the English concertina, which sucks and blows the same note for each button. 
U-Spy Points: 2 if you can hear him playing, or 20 points if you can work out how he does it. 

      Bill Martin  
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Dobbin  

Dobbin is the Kennet beast or animal.  He is what is known as a Hooden Horse or mast horse and some 
people actually believe he might not be a real horse but that there is a person under the hood holding 
a mast. Really! Dobbin is articulate ς ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ όŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ 
sense), but bits of him move. 
U-Spy Points: 1 for not being scared of the beast, 5 if you see his ears move and 50 points if you feed 
him money without getting your fingers bitten off. 

Edwin   

The ultimate U-Spy Morris Dancing challenge. 

U-Spy Points: 50 points if you spot him in kit. 100 if you see Edwin dancing. 

 

Fool 

Peter de Courcy has been the Kennet Fool for over 30 years -the things some people do to get 
out of dancing. Traditionally the Fool is the best and most respected dancer in the team. ThereΩǎ 
an exception to every rule. IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ enough and 
correct mistakes with a deft blow of his veggie-bladder. He has been known to talk a bit, shout a 
lot ς and even dance. He also wrote this booklet. He has a lot to answer for. 
U-Spy Points: 1 if you managed to avoid being bladdered, 20 if you thought he was very funny,  
50 points if you bought him a beer and 100 points if you bought a badge from him. 
 

Peter de Courcy 

Foreman  

Our acting foreman is Clive Blunt.  If anything goes wrong in a dance it is his fault as it is his job to 
teach us how to do things properly throughout our winter practice season. By the time we dance 
out in May he gives up and becomes an ordinary dancer (not that ordinary ς ƘŜΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
good and knows some very funny songs too). /ƭƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǘ ŀǎ ƘŜΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ 
holding his head in his hands, or is sobbing, wondering why he bothers. 
U-Spy PointsΥ м ƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ мл ƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ ǎƳƛƭing and 50 if he applauds the dancers. 
Clive Blunt 

Formation  

In Morris each dancŜǊ ƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘΦ CŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘ 
(where the musicians are) the men on the left are numbered 1, 3 & 5 ς ǘƘŜ άƻŘŘǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƻƴ 
their right are the evens 2, 4 and 6 (if there are eight dancers, you can work it out). Number 1 will 
usually lead the dance. Each column will always line up with number 1 & 2 (see Lines) and with 
their opposite number. It is vital we also know which way to face, so each direction is given a 
name. Face Up means we all face the musicians who should still be at the head of the άsetέΣ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ǿƘƛǎǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ. Face Down is the opposite direction. Face 
Front means turn to face the man across the set from you. Face Out means to turn your back on 
him and face the audience, if there is one. Face In is looking towards the middle of the set. You 
may hear these instructions called out by the leader of the dance, but the dancers probably 
ǿƻƴΩǘΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƛǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ {ƛƳǇƭŜ Χ 
U-Spy Points: 1 for each time you hear a call, 10 if the dancers hear. 50 points if at the end of the 
dance the men, as they should, all follow number 3 off the stand. 
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Galley 

The Galley or Gallery is a special dance movement where the dancer turns through 360o whilst 
standing on one leg, the other leg raised to waist level with the knee bent at 90o the foot pointing 
towards the ground.  This foot will describe two circles at the same time as the dancer hops on the 
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻƻǘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΦ  Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŀƴŎes the turn will be of only 270o or 180o. The Galley 
may start on either foot so that both knees will eventually wear out and need to be replaced. 
 U-Spy Points: 5 for identifying a Galley, 20 if the thigh is parallel to the ground and 100 if all 
dancers manage both two hops and two circles of the free foot without falling over. 

Brian Jones 

Handkerchief  

Handkerchiefs are very much part of the Cotswold Morris tradition and come in pairs, one for each 
hand.  Some men may tie the handkerchief to a finger for sake of security as, traditionally, a man 
dropping one would have to buy the team a beer each. Handkerchiefs should be white and 500mm x 
500 mm. Only a fool would dance with coloured handkerchiefs. 
 U-Spy Points: 1 for a dropped hanky, 5 for two hankies ƪƴƻǘǘŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ όŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άaŀƛŘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ aƛƭƭέ) and 100 if a man actually buys a round of drinks having dropped one. 

Inside or Outside Foot?  
It is vitally important that each performer starts a dance on the correct foot. The inside foot is 
the one nearest to the opposite number, and the outside foot the other one. Some dances, 
especially, where a galley or similar is involved, require all dancers to start on one or the other. 
Other dances require everyone to start on the same foot, so one side of the set will be on their 
inside foot and the other their outside. Many dancers dance on the ever popular wrong foot. 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ Not to be confused with inside leg. 
U-Spy Points: 1 point per man if you can spot a wrong foot. нл Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ 

Hey 
The Whole Hey is a figure of eight pattern danced by three men, usually in columns each side of the 
dance set, each man eventually returning to his starting place.  This is often part of the dance chorus 
and the men will stop half-way, and perform the second part of the chorus before continuing.   
Coincidentally, this is called a Half Hey.  The skill of the dancers avoids any chance of collision when 
attempting this figure. 
 U-Spy Points: 1 for a Whole Hey, ½ for a Half Hey, 2 points if a man goes the wrong way (too common 
to award more) and 10 points for a collision. 

 
Jig 

 A jig is usually a dance for one man, the most famous of which was William Kemp. In February 
and March 1600, he undertook what he would later call his "Nine Days Wonder", in which he 
morris danced from London to Norwich (a distance of over a hundred miles) in a journey which 
took him nine days spread over several weeks. Some of our men also seem to take that long to 
perform one dance. The jig is an opportunity for a man to show off his prowess, and an 
opportunity for the other dancers to go to the bar. Kennet dance one, two and three men jigs. 
¢ƘŜ ά5ǳŎƪƭƛƴƎǘƻƴέ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ƴŀƴ ƧƛƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŀƴŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ мр YŜƴƴŜǘ ƳŜƴΦ Not bad 
for a solo dance! 
U-Spy Points: 5 for each man dancing and 10 if you spot their prowess. 
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Kennetshire  

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƴŜǘǎƘƛǊŜ ŦƭŀƎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ!  More will 
eventually be purchased so points may be hard to come by for a while. The shire 
includes all of Berkshire, much of South Oxfordshire and North East Hampshire. Parts 
of Devon, Kent and West Yorkshire are regularly claimed for Kennetshire.  The flag is 
based on the Union flag, but in Kennet colours. Any similarity to a southern European 
separatist moveƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƳōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ, but we will allow them to use it. 
 U-Spy Points: 10 for each flag spotted.  500 points if you recover our lost ones 

Lines 

Straight lines of the columns and rows dancers are an essential part of the structure of any 
Morris dance. All the dancers should line up with the men at the head of the set. If you hear 
ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘ ά[ƛƴŜǎέ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ όŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎύ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΦ Kennet 
Men will usually ignore this as they are always right and do not need to look up and down or 
across the set, relying on their in-built compass ς ƛƴ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƛƎŜƻƴΩǎ ōǊŀƛƴ. 
U-Spy PointsΥ м ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ά[ƛƴŜǎέ - 20 points if you notice any difference. 
 

Trafalgar Square Nov 2003 

Matron  

Matron is a new character who was introduced to Kennet in July 2010. .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭέ 
presence and was said to be responsible for allowing some of the men out for the evening, so long as 
they were back in time for cocoa. She also took the blame for not making sure dancers took their 
memory pills when a dance figure was particularly badly forgotten. Now she is available to administer 
her nostrums, tonics, tinctures and emetics to our ailing and failing members in reality. 
U-Spy Points: 1 if Matron has to attend to a dancer, 10 if she remembers the memory pills. 
 

Clive Allan 

Melodeon  

tǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άŘiatonic button accordionέ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƭƻŘŜƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aƻǊǊƛǎ 
musicians. The melody-side keyboard contains one or more rows of buttons, with each row 
producing the notes of a single diatonic scale. The buttons on the bass-side keyboard are most 
commonly arranged in pairs, with one button of a pair sounding the fundamental of a chord and the 
other the corresponding major triad (or, sometimes, a minor triad), and sometimes are actually 
used; so simple even young people can play it. The main difference between a piano accordion and 

Matt Smee a button accordion is that it burns a little slower. 
U-Spy Points: 10 points for only one melodeon playing, 5 points for 2, 0 for any more than 2 
playing. Score 20 points if you spot the melodeon player smiling. 

Neckerchief  
wŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƴŜŎƪŜǊŎƘƛŜŦǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ YŜƴƴŜǘΩǎ ƪƛǘ Ƴany years ago, in 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ άǊŜǾƛǾŀƭέ aƻǊǊƛǎ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ 
rustic look to the side, even if we do not know one end of a plough share from the other and only 
know a harvester as a pub chain. 
 U-Spy Points: 5 if you spot a dancer without his neckerchief. 
Score 50 points if you recognise the man in the photo; 100 if you buy him a beer. 
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Off the Ground  

6 or 8 Morris Men jumping clear off the ground in unison is an exhilarating 
feature of many of KenneǘΩǎ ŘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ 
men vie to see who can get off the ground the highest with the most 
ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ 
 U-Spy Points: 1 for each man off the ground simultaneously. 50 points for 
each mŀƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻǾer 70 years old (you could score 150!) 

Processional  

 

Goring Heath Alms Houses (appropriately named !ƭƴǳǘΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭύ aŀȅ нллу. The Kennet Evolution? 

On certain occasions we dance in procession, one of our favourites being our traditional Wheatley Processional 
on Spring Bank Holiday at The Alms House, Goring Heath (see above - you might guess thaǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ 
often). You may also see us process on to the dance spot, and even process off. But it is more likely to be the 
equally traditional Kennet άShamble Offέ. 
 U-Spy Points: 1 for a Processional On, 10 for a Processional Off, 20 for a Processional Dance, 0 for a Shamble Off 
(far too easy) 

Queue 

Spot the queue at the bar when the Morris Men arrive at the pub, have a half time break, finish 
ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻƻΦ 
!ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘǎΩ [ƻƻΦ (See also Processions above.) 
U-Spy PointsΥ м Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǳŜΦ мл Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ άbƻΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΦέ 

Rounds 

Rounds or Whole Rounds are often used to finish a dance, although some traditions also 
include one in the chorus.  When ending a dance the men will dance in a clockwise circle, 
usually turning on the spot half way round and carrying on clockwise. In chorus versions it is 
ƳƻǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ άƻǳǘέ ƘŀƭŦ-way through to return anti-clockwise, 
back to their place. Of course, these will never be confused. 
U-Spy Points: 1 for each Whole Round, ½ for a Half Round. Score 10 points for a man going 
the wrong way round and 50 points for hearing 
άbƻΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ōǳȅ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǳƴŘΦέ ό{ŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ Queues above) 

Squire  

We elect a new Squire or club captain every couple of years. His main job is to wear the 
{ǉǳƛǊŜΩǎ ōŀŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀ ƳŀƎƴƛficent silver medallion made by Mick Baccus, one of our oldest 
members, and presented to the club back in 1976. The Squire leads the public performances 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ άǎǘŀƴŘέΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǎǇƻǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
the Kennet men stand around generally ignoring his every pleading to form up to dance. Other 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ 
U-Spy Points: 1 for recognising The Squire. 10 points if he remembers to tell the musicians 

ǿƘŀǘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƘŜΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ нл Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ if the dance side does what he says first time. 
 
Neil Stevens 
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Sticks 

Lƴ /ƻǘǎǿƻƭŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘƪŜǊŎƘƛŜŦ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪ όƻǊ 
two as the picture shows). Sticks may be made of willow or from the wood of a nut 
tree and will usually be about 26 inches long. Short sticks are shorter. They are used to 
draw attention to the dance and will not wake up the ground ready to sow the corn nor 
will they scare off the devil, despite what every Morris Man will promise. At the end of 
the dance, Number 2, the man at the head of the right hand side of the set, will collect 
ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ōǊƻƪŜƴΣ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ, thrown away or stolen by the devil. 
 U-Spy Points: 1 point for each stick collected by No 2, 5 points for a dropped stick and 10 
points for a broken stick ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ƻǊ ōǊƻƪen a window. 

Tradition s 

Cecil J Sharp collected traditional dances from the Cotswold region of England in the early 
twentieth century. Each village where he was able find dances had similar but different 
ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎέ. He published The Morris Book from 1906 
onward in 5 parts giving detailed notations and tunes for 86 dances (with about the same 
number again unpublished). Kennet perform a wide range of Traditions from the villages of 
Adderbury, Bampton, Bledington, Bucknell, Ducklington, Field Town, Hinton in the Hedges, 
Ilmington, Lichfield (sort of Cotswold), Oddington, Sherborne, Upton-upon-Severn (definitely 
not Cotswold), Wheatley and Winster (Derbyshire!). There are several ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘŀƴŎŜŘ 
in the past but are now known only by a few Kennet men, and there are ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 
ourselves in the style of the tradition. (Phew ς that was all a bit sensible!) 
U-Spy Points: 1 point for each tradition you can identify (it should be announced). 

Another tradition is to put money in the collection to bring you άThe Luck of the Morrisέ, and 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ 
worthy charities. Get 10 points for each £1 you put in the collection. None goes on our beer ς 
ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǳǎ ƻƴŜ ƛŦ to be really lucky!  

Umbrellas  

Umbrellas are a rare feature of our dancing as it is well 
known that a Morris performance is a virtual guarantee of 
fine weather. They are mainly used as sun shades or to help 
our wives and girlfriends find us in a crowd (see below). 
 U-Spy Points: 1 for each umbrella, 2 for a wet umbrella and 
5 points for each used in a dance. 
 

            A damp day in Wrotham; Hartley Ale June 2011 

Venues 

The best way to collect U-Spy points is to attend as many of our dance venues as you can, as published 
in our Summer Dance Programme each spring and handed out freely at dance spots. The programme is 
also downloadable from our Website www.kennetmorrismen.co.uk. 

U-Spy Points: 5 points for each venue you see us at in the season, 10 points ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǘ ŀ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ нл 
Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ tǳōΦ 

http://www.kennetmorrismen.co.uk/
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WAGS 

 

¢ƘŜ YŜƴƴŜǘ [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘǎ 9ƴŘΣ ²ƻƻŘƭŜȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ н011 

¢ƘŜ ά²ƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ DƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ, including weekends away, and 
are much a part of Kennet as the dancers. Many have been friends for many, many years. The WAGs are well 
ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ όŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŀƴŎŜύ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ bƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ annual End of Season Tour, which 
always includes an exotic shopping location (coincidentally, near to a good pub). 
U-Spy Points: 1 for each WAG you can spot, 5 points if her man remembers to buy her a drink on pub evenings 
and 10 points if her man actually talks to her during the evening. 

Xmas 

The Kennet Christmas Carols Evening is legendary. Another evening well attended by 
our WAGS (see above, see leftΣ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŜǘŎ). It is always held the Monday 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ·Ƴŀǎ ŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƭǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ 
Calleva Arms, Silchester to complete our festive celebrations. 
U-Spy Points: 1 for each carol you sing, 10 for each Kennet man without a hangover 
ȅƻǳ ǎǇƻǘ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ 
 
 

  The WAGS carolling 2011 
 

Zzzz 

 
The Squire of The Morris Ring attempts to awaken the Kennet contingent after The Hartley Day of Dance 

Morris dancing is a strenuous activity, oft carried out in the baking heat of the English summer, with only 
beer to quench our thirst. No wonder that the men sometimes have to rest to revive themselves ready for 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ Χ ƻǊ more beer. 
U-Spy Points: 5 for each sleeping man spotted. 10 points if he still appears to be dancing, рл Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ 
missed the tour bus. 



Page | 9  

 

_____________ 
I hope you have enjoyed our light-hearted look at this finest of English traditions and have learnt a little 
more about Cotswold Morris and The Kennet Morris Men. Any similarity to I-SPY books is completely 
coincidental. Besides I think you ought to do the spying, not I. If you want to learn even more, visit our 
Website www.kennetmorrismen.co.uk  where there is a mass of information about our dances, our full 
programme, and maps of the venues. 
 
You will also find other books in this (growing) series. U-Spy Kennet Morris Dances is a guide to our 2016 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜpertoire, Your Welcome to Kennet Morris, an introduction for anyone considering joining 
us, and a companion volume, The Kennet Morris Men ς A Foolish History. Have fun. 

Yours foolishly  

Peter de Courcy  
17 February 2016 

 

http://www.kennetmorrismen.co.uk/

